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CASE STUDY ANALYSIS: OPPL "Hearts" Show Public Does Not Want Porn or Sex in Library 
April 26, 2015 at 9:38pm 
 
Something interesting happened in April 2015 when the Orland Park Public Library asked select library 
patrons to write messages on little paper hearts that were then displayed in the lobby. This was 
supposedly for "National Library Week".  
 
OPPL staff told people to write what they loved about the library and what they felt was most important 
to them about the library. We used a Freedom of Information Request on 4/17/15 to ask the OPPL for 
photos of all the hearts that were completed and displayed and they produced 101 photos (which are 
collected in this album 
here: https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1010841248927760.1073741857.67921280875727
4&type=3).  
 
What's most interesting is that not a single person wrote that accessing pornography in the library is 
important to them or that they want to watch pornography in the library. No one said they want to look 
at child porn in the library without fear of the police being called. Not a single person wrote that they 
enjoy masturbating in the library or having sex in the library.  
 
When given the chance to express what they love about the OPPL and what is important to them about 
the OPPL, not a single person said it was important to them that the OPPL continue to allow 
pornography to be accessed in the library or that the OPPL look the other way and not call the police 
when sex acts were happening in the library or when child porn was being accessed.  
 
Yet, since October 2013, the OPPL Board of Trustees has been insisting that it needs to continue 
allowing pornography to be accessed in the library and they refuse to explain why police were not called 
when child porn was accessed and when sex acts occurred in the library (including indecent exposure, 
open public masturbation, stalking women, and accosting children sexually).  
 
Why are the OPPL Board of Trustees and Library Director Mary Weimar so hellbent on keeping the child 
porn accessible and the sex acts flowing when people (who are given the chance to say what is 
important to them and can write down anything they wanted) do not feel that accessing sexual material 
in the library or engaging in sexual acts in the library is important to them?  
 
The public does not want child pornography, sexual arousal, sexual activity, and sexual behavior in the 
Orland Park Public Library. So why does this Board of Trustees refuse to clean this place up once and for 
all?  
 
Here is a rundown of all the comments left on the various hearts, where people tell the OPPL what they 
like about it and what is important to them about a library (NOTE: nobody mentions wanting to look at 
porn or have sex in the library!); the items are numbered according to what the OPPL labeled them in 
the photos they produced according to FOIA. It appears that some photos were withheld and are 
missing, which could mean the OPPL censored criticism and did not give us all the photographs they 
have. That sounds like them, since we had to sue them twice to get documents they were hiding from 
us. We might have to sue them a third time to get the photos of these missing hearts, if indeed that 
explains why there are all these gaps in what they produced picture-wise.  
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************** 
ANALYSIS: 
What's interesting in studying these hearts that people completed is that, mostly, everyone said the 
same thing. They love the library because it has books in it and they love books. They love the library 
because they get books for free there. They love the library because the staff they encounter while 
getting the free books are nice. They love the library because there are free programs they can go to, 
like music or art or something like that. They love the library because it gives them somewhere to go to 
relax and hang out. They go to the library because they like discussing books that they get for free to 
read there.  
 
Not a single person said that they love the Orland Park Public Library because it is a place where they 
can watch porn, have sex, or access illegal things like child porn without fear of being caught by the 
police.  
 
So, why doesn't the OPPL focus on buying as many books as possible (since people love those)?  
 
Why doesn't the OPPL focus on making sure it has the friendliest and best staff possible (since people 
like that)?  
 
Why doesn't the OPPL focus on making sure it has the best programming around (since people love 
that)? 
 
If no one -- not a single person -- said it is important to them that the OPPL provide them with free 
pornography or a place to masturbate or access child porn, then why is it so important to the OPPL 
Board of Trustees to keep the porn flowing and the child porn accessible at the Orland Park Public 
Library?  
 


























  
